Enjoying gliding in Sweden
By Tomas Suchanek

My new job brought me to Arlanda for one month stay in June and I searched for some gliding opportunity here.  Good luck worked once more and I met former hang glider pilot Johan Dahlquist, who is currently also riding gliders, and we went for over  500 km XC  flight with Uppsalas Duo on Swedish national day. Although taking off relatively late after 14 PM, strong thermals and cloudbase well above FL 95 allowed really fast flight rounding Oje as the first TP, located in central Sweden and surrounded by forrests, lakes, and another forrests. Lifts averaging often 4 – 5 m/s, great visibility in crystal clear air and easy return back home to Uppsala, helpfull club members and friendly atmosphere here encouraged me to sign in for membership and to come back . 
I had couple of shorter XC flights around Borlange area, sometimes experiencing unlandable areas in central Sweden, which reminding me of my hang gliding and gliding in australian desert in my recent seasons. I kind of like this sort of flying, when  some challenge is involved after unexpected outlanding, so I just did not think about outlanding anymore to avoid this option, when crossing large swedish forrests. 

Wednesday June 25th appeared as the work free day for me and after I checked  the weather forecast the evening  before I got quite enthusiastic to go for some long one. I should mention, that I already liked long XC flight when hang gliding, sharing that kilometer disease with my hungarian mate Attila Bertok, current hang gliding champion. We used to go for Word record attempt  trips to the remote australian desert places like Willcannia, establishing more than 15 distance, speed and altitude gain Word records, of which most of them are still current. So flying long distance since thermals start till sunset, thats what  I like. 
I arrived to the airfield early enough to prepare myself for a „thousand“, but after I found clubs Ventus C cannot carry water due to right wing tank leakage I skipped that idea and declared 766 km FAI triangle from Uppsala to 1.TP „MON“ / middle of nowhere / close to Norwegian border and 2. TP airfield Ljusdal  with return back to goal in Uppsala. 

I took off pretty early, just little while after half past nine and first clouds were already developped on the sky. Climbing in the first 1.5 m/s up to nearly 900 m AGL , then I crossed start line to cover first kilometers of the long day. The west wind was pretty strong, around 35 km/h, which did not allow my long wings empty Ventus to penetrate too easy towards forresty areas. But I finally reached my  landingless  dreamland past Ludvika and then the cloudbase slowly arised up to 2200 m AMSL  and my XC speed improved as well. I could see the forecasted high cloud shadow on the south mooving in and wondered, if I could make it to MON faster, then the cirrus shadow, which  will probably kill all the lift there.  Well, little deviation to north helped quite a lot, but I had to glide far northeast  after rounding towards to the sun to get up again. The second leg was fantastic for a while, lifts around 3 -4 m/s up to 2300 m AMSL , great visibility so I could clearly see Elverum area, where I flew the 2004 Club class Worlds, and even high mountains  around Vaga, the place of my 1992 Vice European hang gliding title gain. Sometimes I wonder, if I should not start something else than flying, perhaps fishing, for a change………

I was averaging 120 km/h on the second leg for a while, happy to increase my overall task speed, otherwise low on the first leg.  When I convinced myself this way, how good I am, an answer from „Up there“ arrived promptly. I penetraded some different cooler airmass, downstream from snowy norwegian mountain just past Orsa and had to deviate perpendicular to my course line to get up again.  Although Borje told me later, that there are landing in this area, I did not wanna take the risk making the canoe from this nice Ventus, thinking the club members would not be too happy to rescue me from some cold lake of this area. So my task speed dropped again and I had to make the decision if to continue the task or return back. Carefully I pushed for rounding the Ljusdal and then I found myself in 550 m AGL in deteriorating lift condition over there. Luckily I managed to find the lift in the middle of the valley on the sunny spot and I got up again, having still another 220 km to go. The weather in north was definitely not as good as in the central Sweden, but I was hoping to find some lift. So I did after crossing  the lake and passing Lorstrand, 6.5 m/s on averager. Well, the lift dropped to 5 m/s at very last moments, but brought more hopes to me to finish the task.  I was progressing crosswind towards Uppsala, staying beetween 1700 – 2400 m AMSL most of the time and being more carefull, but the conditions did not deteriorace anymore and I could find still 2 m/s lift, therefore I changed to faster gear again and started final glide some 80 km away. Rest of the task was easy, accelerating towards the end and crossing finish line in 50 m with 220 km/h. Thats how I like it, more than 8 hours in the air, 766 km XC and back home. 

I was fascinated by flying when already in age of four, started with airplane models then radio controlled ones later. When fourteen, I tasted gliding airfield favour, but a bit bitter and not really free when communists were still ruling my country Czechoslovakia. I accidentally started hang gliding instead in 1980, managed  later to win  World hang gliding championships  in 1991 in Brazil, 1993 in California and 1995 in Spain, as well as 1994 Europeans in France and 1996 Europeans in Hungary. 
I had a short UL intercourse in mid ninetees and won also 1993 UL  European championships in Czech Republic  as well as 1994 UL World championships in Poland, both in single seated trike category.  

Finally I made it to gliding again in 1996, since that  I logged nearly 4000 hours gliding time and some 275 000 XC kilometers. I managed to win 2002 European standard class championships in Hungary and 2002 Club class World championship in Germany, as well as couple of second & third places in World and European club class championships, last one in 2007 in Lithuania. Thats my favorite class, when flying with Standard Cirrus.

My most memorable flights I have done were World records in speed on O&R tasks 100 & 200 km in hang gliding. This happened on the 90 m high coastal ridge on southern coast  in Great  Australian Bight and the whole flight was really on the edge of what I ever experienced. Another great hang gliding I have had  was with Attila in Willcannia, when we flew 357 km predeclared FAI triangle on hang glider. And of course gliding in Narromine, NSW, couple of „thousanders“, freedom of airspace and decisions, good conditions, sometimes desert with no landings or potential danger waiting down there for outlanders. Reminds me a bit when gliding here over the forrests in Sweden. Thats maybe why I enjoy  gliding her so much.   
Hope to experience more Swedish days and such a flights here in Uppsala in the future.  Thanks to all Uppsala club members for  help, especially to Kjell, Thomas and Johan.

I am currently undergoing type rating course on Saab 340 becoming commercial pilot next month, therefore I hope to return time to time to Sweden for recurrent. Not only for Saab, but also for forrest – lake – forrest gliding. Looking forward……
Cheers
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